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Living Here 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

No matter what youôre looking for 

ï big city conveniences, entertainment 

and amenities or the appeal of small 

town values and charms ï an A+ 

education for your children or a place to 

build your business and watch it grow ï 

youôll find it here, in West Plains. 

 
Entrepreneurs  with   big   ideas 

will appreciate being at the center of 

economic growth and activity for the 

entire region. Retirees with simpler goals 

have chosen to spend the best years 

of their lives here. Newcomers enjoy a 

thriving job market, affordable housing 

and a decent, safe place to raise their 

children. And, vacationers seduced by 

the abundance of outdoor activities, 

return year after year to immerse 

themselves in the soul-soothing beauty 

of the Ozarks. 

Everyone is welcome here. The 

people of West Plains are warm, the 

economy is hot, the climate forgiving 

and the landscape is nothing short of 

spectacular. Whether youôve come for 

business or pleasure, putting down 

roots or just passing through, youôll 

find what youôre looking for, right here 

é in West Plains. 

 
In West Plains the climate is 

characterized by an abundance of 

sunshine, low wind velocity and mild 

temperatures. You will experience 

spring temperatures that range from 

50-70 degrees, summers in the 70ôs to 

90ôs, fall temperatures that match the 

spring, and mild winters that usually 

donôt dip below 20. 



p
a

g
e

s 
6

 ï
 7

 

 

 
 

Economic 
Development 

 
 
 
 

Watch  Us Grow  ï Business 

people with vision come to West Plains 

seeking the remarkable opportunities 

for expansion, diversification and 

progress. In other words, they come 

here to see their dreams fulfilled. 

 
The economic health of West 

Plains is as solid as the Ozark 

Mountains themselves. Banks and 

other financial institutions are safe 

and strong with  deposits  in  excess 

of 600 million dollars. Dedicated to 

growth and prosperity in the business 

community, those assets continue to 

increase. South Central Missouri has 

enhanced enterprise zones. Thatôs 

good news for new and expanding 

businesses. Theyôre on the receiving 

end of investment credits, employee 

credits and income tax credits. Real 

estate tax abatements are available 

and the state also offers grants, loans 

and bonds. 

Broad ranges of  industrial 

spaces are ready for occupancy or 

construction. These sites feature 

paved and lighted streets, utilities, 

and easy access to highways, railroad 

sidings and the airport. 

 
Successful businesses  from 

nearly every field call West Plains 

home. From gas control valves, to 

wood flooring and laser cut  steel, 

the wide range of industries protects 

the local economy if any one of them 

experience a slowdown. Some of the 

largest  employers  include  Armstrong 

ï Bruce Hardwood Floors, DRSïSSI, 

Invensys Controls, Caterpillar, Arlee 

Home Fashions, Regal-Beloit, and Air 

Evac Lifeteam. 
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Major Employers 
The company has been recognized 

as one of the fastest growing defense 

technology companies in the world 

and holds leading  market  positions 

in thermal imaging devices, combat 

display workstations, electronic 

sensor systems, power systems, 

rugged computer systems, air combat 

training systems, mission recorders, 

deployable flight incident recorders, 

environmental      control      systems, 

The Arlee  Group  

The Arlee Group opened for 

business on May 10, 1973. The 

owner, Arnold Frankel, initially created 

the business as an independent sales 

agent for several manufactures. As 

the organization grew, they started 

producing their own product and 

opened their first manufacturing facility 

in 1979. Today, The Arlee Group 

stands  out  as  one  of  the  leading 

Air  Evac Lifeteam  

Air Evac EMS which operates 

Air Evac Lifeteam, is the largest 

independently owned and operated 

membership-supported air medical 

service in the United States, 

conducting its operations through 95 

mutually-supporting air medical bases 

across 14 states. The company has 

established itself as the preeminent 

provider of air  ambulance  services 

to rural markets, serving over 1,700 

diverse referral sources, including over 

1,000 hospitals and 700 EMS agencies, 

and attracting more than 875,000 

members in support  of  its  presence 

in their local communities. Air Evac 

Lifeteam was established in 1985 by 

a group of local  citizens  to  provide 

air medical transportation and ensure 

immediate access to definitive health 

care for their remote community  in 

the Missouri Ozarks region. Although 

air ambulances were primarily based 

in metropolitan areas at the time, the 

company founders believed that the 

people who need air medical transport 

the most were those living in rural 

areas, often far away from a hospital. 

 
Armstrong/Bruce  Hardwood  

Armstrong  World   Industries   is 

a global leader in the design and 

manufacture  of  floors,  ceilings  and 

cabinets. In 2010, Armstrongôs 

consolidated net sales totaled 

approximately $2.8 billion. Based in 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  Armstrong  operates 

35 plants in nine countries and has 

approximately 9,800 employees 

worldwide. 

 
Ozarks  Medical  Center  

Ozarks Medical Center is a 114- 

bed, not-for-profit medical referral 

center  serving  an   11-county   area 

in south central Missouri and north 

central Arkansas. OMC employs 

approximately 1,200 people and 

serves a population base of 150,000. 

In 2009, OMC celebrated 50 years of 

providing quality health care to the 

community. In 2010, OMC  opened 

its new state-of-the-art, 16-bed 

emergency department. 

 
DRS Technologies  

DRS Technologies is a leading 

supplier of integrated products, 

services and support to military 

forces, intelligence agencies  and 

prime contractors worldwide. Focused 

on defense technology, the company 

develops, manufacturers and supports 

a broad range of systems for mission 

critical and military sustainment 

requirements, as well as homeland 

security. 

telecommunication systems, aircraft 

loaders, military trailers and shelters, 

and integrated logistics and support 

services. 

 
Invensys  

Invensys develops and applies 

advanced technologies that enable 

the worldôs  manufacturing  and 

energy generating facilities, mainline 

and mass transit rail networks, and 

appliances to operate safely and 

efficiently. The facility in West Plains 

is under the controls division which 

designs, engineers and manufactures 

products,   components,    systems 

and services used in appliances, 

heating, air conditioning/cooling and 

refrigeration products across a wide 

range of industries in residential and 

commercial markets. 

 
Regal  Beloit  

Regal Beloit Corporation is a 

leading manufacturer of electrical and 

mechanical motion control and power 

generation products serving markets 

throughout the world. Regal Beloit is 

headquartered in Beloit, Wisc., and 

has manufacturing, sales, and service 

facilities throughout North  America 

and in Mexico, Europe and Asia. 

manufacturers and distributors of 

decorative pillows, curtains and related 

household décor, encompassing 

national and regional mass merchants 

as well as smaller specialty stores. 

 
Caterpillar  

Caterpillarôs global reach and 

presence is unmatched in the industry. 

They serve customers in more than 

180 countries around the globe with 

more than 300 products. More than 

half of their sales are outside the 

United States. Their manufacturing, 

marketing, logistics, service,  R&D 

and related facilities, along with their 

dealer locations, total more than 500 

locations worldwide, ensuring that 

Caterpillar remains geographically 

close to their global customer base. 


